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DAVE SEITZ ’53 NAMED DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI FOR 2014 

The Susquehannock High School Alumni 
Association Steering Committee named Dave 
Seitz as its “Distinguished Alumni” 
for 2014. Dave will address the 
graduating class at commencement 
services in June and will be 
honored with a plaque in the 
High School’s auditorium lobby.  

Dave was among the first 
graduates of newly consolidated 
Southern York County School 
District and the newly constructed 
Susquehannock High School in 
June 1953.  While at SHS, he 
was an honor student, editor-in-
chief of the school newspaper, 
assistant editor of the yearbook, 
member of the band, and a regular in school 
dramatic productions.  If that wasn’t enough to 
keep a young man busy, Dave also lettered in 
football and basketball, and was a member of 
the very first Warrior boys volleyball squad. 
 
After graduation, he attended the University of 
Delaware, receiving a Bachelor’s degree in 
accounting in 1957.  In his senior year he was 
Cadet Colonel of the R.O.T.C regiment, 
graduating with a commission in the U.S. Army 
as a Second Lieutenant. Dave’s successful 
military career continued for 10 years, with his 
final assignment being a tour in Vietnam. 
 
After leaving the military, he held financial 
positions with several local businesses, during 
which time he added a MBA from York College 
to his already impressive credentials.  He 
changed careers for a third time in 1980, 
beginning a successful teaching career, which 
 
 

 

 led him to William Penn College (Iowa), 
Lebanon Valley College, and Gettysburg 

College. 
 
After “retirement,” Dave was elected 
as York County Treasurer and 
served a four-year term where he 
implemented several important 
procedures and innovations, adding 
a high degree of professionalism and 
accountability to that operation. He 
now spends his time on the Board of 
Directors of the South Central Senior 
Center, delivers “Meals-on-Wheels,” 
serves as Treasurer of the 
Jeffersonian Club, and fills the role 
of President and Treasurer of the 
Glen Rock High School Association. 

There he is the driver of several important 
fundraising initiatives, including an endowed 
“Glen Rock High School Alumni Association 
Scholarship.” 
 
Dave was also the recipient of the Southern 
York County School District Foundation’s 
“Distinguished Leadership Award” for 2009.  
This award honors individual and organizations 
whose actions or innovations advance the 
Foundation’s mission.  The recognition is 
determined through nominations and a vote by 
the Board of Directors. 

Congratulations, Dave on your many 
contributions to school, community, and country, 
and for making us all “Warrior Proud!”  

Congratulations to Dave Seitz ’53 for a well-
deserved recognition  

 

 
 



 

 ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT – JOHN BERTHOLD ‘63 

“It was an invention without an application.” 
That’s how John Berthold describes the 
laser in the 1960’s.  

John first saw a laser at Gettysburg College 
in 1964, where he was a physics major. 
Intrigued with the possibilities, 
he decided that he wanted to be 
among those who determined 
how it could be used. Following 
his graduation in 1967, he 
successfully devoted his 
professional career to that end. 
Now (semi) retired, he has 
authored or co-authored more 
than 75 journal and conference 
publications on the subject and 
is listed as an inventor or co-
inventor on 51 U.S. patents. To 
his credit are 47 years in optic 
research, including extensive work in thin 
film coatings and fiber optic sensors. He is 
recognized internationally as a pioneer and 
expert in the field. 

As one would expect, John was an outstanding 
science student at Susquehannock High 
School. But in addition to physics & 
chemistry instructor Melvin Wagner, he lists 
a diversity of teachers who had a profound 
influence on his success: Doris Miller 
(English); Phyllis Krumrine (foreign 
language); Robert Windisch (history); 
William Wolfe (mathematics); He remembers 
the special influences of his guidance 
counselor Sid Ehrhart, and his music 
teacher, Prowell Seitzinger. “I enjoyed a 
friendly and informal relationship with all my 
teachers,” he recalls. “I was comfortable 
talking about anything with them. They 
always encouraged me.” 

He credits Mr. Seitzinger with instilling in 
him a passion for the joy and self-discipline 
of music. John still plays the trombone in 
two community bands around his home in 
Ohio. 

At Susquehannock, music was at the center 
of his student life. He was in the marching 
band, concert band, and orchestra. Out of 
school, he played in the Glen Rock Band 
and the Spring Garden Band. He was a 

member of the yearbook staff and was class 
valedictorian. 

His first job out of college was at Bell 
Laboratories, where he helped develop a 
tunable laser, an important step in making 

the infant technology practical. 
Realizing that he needed additional 
training in optics, he left Bell for a 
post as a graduate assistant at 
the University of Arizona, where 
he earned a master’s degree in 
1974 and a doctorate in 1976.  

He then returned to the area, 
accepting a position with the 
National Security Agency, splitting 
time between its research 
facilities at the University of 
Maryland and Fort Meade. From 
there he went to Babcock and 

Wilcox – a manufacturer of power generation 
equipment – where he spent most of his 
career developing laser optic applications 
for nuclear power plants. He was also the 
lead investigator on several U.S. government 
contracts including work at NASA, 
Department of Defense, and Department of 
Energy.  

After his “official” retirement in 2001, he 
became involved in a start-up firm – 
Davidson Instruments, Inc., where he still 
serves as chief technology officer and 
member of its board of directors. He also 
provides consulting services through his 
own firm, JWBC, LLC. 

Looking back on his time at SHS, he says, 
“Practically all my memories center on 
fellow students, what we did together, how 
we helped each other, and the lifelong 
friendships that resulted from these 
interactions.” 

With strong family ties to the area, he 
returns often. One trip he remembers well 
was in 1983 when he was invited to speak 
to the graduating class, a proud moment for 
him. He still has his notes from that speech. 
His advice – “Do what needs to be done.” 

Thank you John Berthold ’63, for making us 
Warrior Proud! 

http://davidson-instruments.com/�


 

 

ALUMNI BASKETBALL GAMES DRAW BIG 
NUMBERS 

The 2014 Alumni Basketball Games, held January 4th in the 
high school’s main and auxiliary gyms, drew 50 former 
participants from the girls’ and boys’ programs. There were 
two men’s games – one for recent grads and one for the 
“more mature” – and a women’s event. Plans are already 
being made for an encore event next winter, with an emphasis 
on drawing spectators. 

The project was coordinated by varsity boys and girls 
coaches, John Zerfing and Dave Schreiner.  

To learn more about the winter athletic program, go to the 
athletics page on the School District website, www.sycsd.org.  

 

 
Congratulations to the following SHS fall student athletes for being 
chosen to the YAIAA/York Daily Record/Coaches All-Star Teams: 

 

Katie Wagner - Girls Tennis 
Usha Baublitz - Girls Tennis 

Chelsey Simmers - Girls Tennis 
Nathan Bilbie – Boys Soccer 
Ryan Chilcoat – Boys Soccer 
Alex Rebich – Boys Soccer 

Madison Mummert – Girls Soccer 
Taylor Mumley - Field Hockey 
Alesha Herman - Field Hockey 
Ashton Alban – Field Hockey 
Camryn Burk – Field Hockey 

Julianne Garofalo – Field Hockey 
Abigail Bentz – Girls Volleyball 

Bryan Kerr – Football 
Luke Knott – Football 

Sammy Miller – Football 
Logan Foore – Football 

Caleb Bryant – Golf 
Rachel Banchiere – Girls Cross Country 
Emily Fourhman – Girls Cross Country 
Jacob Thomas – Boys Cross Country

In addition, congratulations to Katie Wagner for being selected as Player of the Year for Girls 
Tennis, Taylor Mumley as Player of the Year for Field Hockey, Abigail Bentz as Player of the 
Year for Girls Volleyball, Jacob Thomas as Player of the Year for Boys Cross Country, and 
Nathan Bilbie as Player of the Year for Boys Soccer. Abigail Bentz was also chosen for the 
Pennsylvania Volleyballs Association (PCVA) District III Class AAA First Team All-Stars and 
selected to the PIAA AAA All State Team. 

 
CALLING FOR ALUMNI NEWS 

Be a reporter. Let us know about things happening in your life or in a classmate’s life that should 
be shared. Articles and profiles that appear in this newsletter often come from alums – and they 
always make the best articles. Contact Wayne McCullough at wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org.  
The newsletter staff also seeks suggestions for features in its “Alumni Spotlight” page. Our 
alumni members are the best source for this information. 
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The Susquehannock High 
School Alumni Association 

operates within the framework of 
the SYCSD Foundation. The 

Alumni Association is an integral 
part of the Foundation’s success 

 
SYCSD FOUNDATION HAS EXCEPTIONAL YEAR 

The 2012-13 fiscal year was another successful one for the 
Southern York County School District Foundation (SYCSDF). The 
Foundation, which has been active since 2001, exceeded all 
previous marks in scholarship awards with the number of students 
and the amount awarded to them. The foundation also raises 
money for grants, which go directly to the School District and its 
students.  

Foundation Vice President Jeff Brown addressed the Southern York 
County School District Board Directors at a recent Board meeting 
and presented the Foundation’s annual report to the Board, 
highlighting the following: 

• The number of scholarships reached a new high; 150 
scholarships were awarded to 93 different students. 

• $25,000 were donated to school programs from businesses 
and supporters – the largest amount ever. 

• Total assets (including endowment funds) continue to grow 
– currently in excess of $666,000. 

• Total contributions were nearly $243,000 – another record. 

• 10 students received PATH (through the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency) 
scholarship supplements as the result of a cooperative program between the SYCSD and York 
County Community Foundations. 

To view the most recent annual report for the Southern York County 
School District Foundation, click here. To learn about ways to 
contribute to the Foundation, click here. 
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SCHOLARSHIP AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI 
 
 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address             ___ 
 
City           State      Zip  _______ ___ 
 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

 

 

Mail to: 

SYCSD Foundation 

PO Box 128 

Glen Rock, PA  17327-0128 

Contribution Allocation Amount 

General Scholarship Fund $ 

The Belinda S. Bensel-Hershey Scholarship $ 

Bill Jones Scholarship $ 

Bob McCoy Memorial Scholarship $ 

Curtis Stermer Memorial Scholarship $ 
Eric Gonzales Memorial Scholarship $ 
James Hartenstein, III Memorial Scholarship $ 

You will receive an 

acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes. 

James McKinney Memorial Scholarship $ 

Jeff Hill Memorial Scholarship $ 

Karl Steger Scholarship $ 

Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 

Kenneth J. Alwine Memorial Scholarship $ 

Loretta Rappoldt Memorial Scholarship $ 

Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift $ 

Ron Leese Scholarship $ 

SHS Alumni Association Scholarship $ 

Thomas Kerrigan Memorial Scholarship $ 

Unrestricted Donation $ 

Other (specify _____________________) $ 

  

Total Contribution $ 
 
 

REUNION NEWS 

Class of 1989 25th Reunion August 8-10, 2014 
The 25th class reunion will be the weekend of August 8th 2014. Tentative plans are as follows: Friday Evening: Gathering at 
Maryland Line Inn for socialization to kick off our weekend. Saturday Evening: Dinner & Dance at the Bon Air Country Club, 
Sunday Morning: Breakfast at Mason Dixon Restaurant to wish our Out-of-Staters a safe trip home. More details will follow as 
event gets closer to the date. Contact Sherrie Prall at sherbear1420@yahoo.com; 717-398-2476 

Class of 1974 40th Reunion October 10-11, 2014 
The 40th class reunion will be held on October 10 & 11, 2014.  The class will be attending the homecoming football game on 
October 10.  A reunion dinner is planned at The Great American Saloon on October 11.  Contact Sherry Hayes Chubb at 
sjc0214@comcast.net , 717-417-6480 

Post your alumni reunion information on the District website at www.sycsd.org. Go to the “Add Reunion Information” page.  Send 
reunion photos to wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. They will be included in the alumni newsletter. Please include a key to names 

for identification. 
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